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1
SYSTEM AND METHODOLOGY FOR
ANALOG-TO-DIGITAL CONVERTER
LINEARITY TESTING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application continuation under 35 U.S.C. §120
of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/246,614, filed Apr. 7,
2014, entitled “SYSTEM AND METHODOLOGY FOR
ANALOG-TO-DIGITALL. CONVERTER LINEARITY
TESTING,” which is hereby incorporated by reference in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND

Precision testing of high-resolution analog-to-digital con-
verters (ADCs) can be very time consuming and very costly.
For example, complete testing of all codes of a 16-bit ADC
with the current state of the art ADC test methods will require
2'° (e.g., 65,536) accurate measurements of discrete analog
voltage levels (called transition voltages or transition points
of'the ADC) to completely test the integral nonlinearity (INL)
and differential nonlinearity (DNL) of the ADC. In ADC
characterization or post-silicon validation, this test needs to
be repeated many times at multiple temperatures, at multiple
supply voltages, and at multiple other environmental or con-
trol conditions. The overall linearity test of an ADC using the
state of the art methods can take as long as several days, to
several weeks, to even several months. This leads to long
engineering cost and long time-to-market. In production test,
a single linearity testof'a 16 bit ADC can take several seconds
to tens of seconds. Testing of higher resolution ADCs would
take significantly longer times, with each extra bit requiring
two (2), three (3), or four (4) times extra time during the
doubling of the number of transition voltages and slower
sampling rate. With each second costing about a nickel in
production test, test cost of high resolution ADCs becomes
expensive using state of the art methodology.

SUMMARY

A system and methodology for analog-to-digital converter
linearity testing is disclosed. In an implementation, the sys-
tem may include a signal generator and analog-to-digital
converter circuitry under test. The analog-to-digital converter
circuitry under test generates an output code based upon an
input signal from the signal generator. The system includes an
expected signal generator module connected to the signal
generator and to the analog-to-digital converter circuitry. The
expected signal generator module generates an expected out-
put code based upon the analog input signal. The system also
includes an output code error signal module connected to the
output of the analog-to-digital converter circuitry and to the
output of the expected signal generator module. The error
signal module generates an output code error signal repre-
senting a difference between the ADC output code and cor-
responding expected output code. The system also includes a
nonlinearity modeling module connected to the output code
error signal module. The nonlinearity module models a pre-
dicted ADC nonlinearity error value based upon the output
code. The system also includes a nonlinearity model error
signal module connected to the error signal module and the
nonlinearity modeling module. The nonlinearity model error
signal module for generating a nonlinearity model error value
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representing a difference between the ADC output code error
signal and the corresponding predicted ADC nonlinearity
error value.

A method for testing an analog-to-digital converter is dis-
closed. In an implementation, the method may include pro-
viding input data to analog-to-digital converter circuitry. The
input data may comprise a discrete input voltage level, a
collection of a multitude of discrete input voltage levels, or a
continuous input voltage waveform. The waveform may be a
linear ramp, or a sine wave, or another known form. The
collection of discrete voltage levels may be samples taken
from such a waveform. The analog-to-digital converter cir-
cuitry generates output data, and the output data may be an
output code or a collection of output codes based upon the
input data. The method includes generating expected output
data. The expected output data may be an expected code ora
collection of expected output codes based upon the corre-
sponding input data. The method also includes generating an
output code error signal based upon the difference of the
output data and the expected output data. A predicted ADC
nonlinearity error signal is modeled based upon correspond-
ing output data. The method also includes generating a non-
linearity model error signal representing a difference between
the ADC output code error signal and the predicted ADC
nonlinearity error at the corresponding ADC output codes.
The method also includes adapting the ADC nonlinearity
model based upon the output code error signal to minimize
the nonlinearity model error signal. The method includes
computing the ADC’s integral nonlinearity (INL) and difter-
ential nonlinearity (DNL) at respective ADC output codes
based upon the ADC nonlinearity model after being opti-
mized through adaptation and model error minimization.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Written Description. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
jectmatter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid in determin-
ing the scope of the claimed subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The Written Description is described with reference to the
accompanying figures. The use of the same reference num-
bers in different instances in the description and the figures
may indicate similar or identical items.

FIG. 1is a block diagram of a testing system in accordance
with an example embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram for providing a linearity test to an
analog-to-digital converter in accordance with an example
implementation of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic illustration of a segmented non-
parametric model modeling the analog-to-digital integral
non-linearity errors in the testing system shown in FIG. 1.

WRITTEN DESCRIPTION

A system is disclosed to provide linearity testing to an
analog-to-digital (ADC) converter. Two groups of specifica-
tions typically impose testing challenges before a product
including the analog-to-digital converter can be passed to the
customer. One group relates to the ADC’s transfer curve,
which includes integral nonlinearity (INL), differential non-
linearity (DNL), offset, and gain error. The other group relates
to the ADC’s spectral performance, which includes total har-
monic distortion (THD), spurious free dynamic range
(SFDR), signal to noise ratio (SNR) and so forth. Typically,
linearity tests have been tested utilizing conventional histo-
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gram methods that represent the state of the art in ADC
testing. However, the present disclosure may achieve suffi-
cient test accuracy, enhance measurement precision, and
reduce test time and test cost.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example system 100 for testing, such
as linearity testing, analog-to-digital converter circuitry 102.
As shown, the system 100 includes analog-to-digital con-
verter circuitry 102, a signal generator 104, an expected sig-
nal generator module 106, an error signal module 108 and a
nonlinearity modeling module 110. In one or more imple-
mentations, the analog-to-digital converter circuitry 102
comprises circuitry for converting analog signals to corre-
sponding digital signals. For example, the analog-to-digital
converter circuitry 102 generates an output code representing
a digital output based upon the input signal. For example, the
analog-to-digital converter circuitry 102 generates an output
code C(t) (e.g., a digital code) corresponding to the input
signal f(t). The analog-to-digital converter circuitry 102
includes an input 103-1 and an output 103-2.

As shown in FIG. 1, a signal generator 104 is electrically
connected to the analog-to-digital converter circuitry 102.
The signal generator 104 generates an accurate input signal
(e.g., accurate analog input) for inputting to the analog-to-
digital converter circuitry 102. The input signals may com-
prise a sine wave signal, a linear ramp signal, or the like. In
one or more implementations, the signal generator 104 com-
prises an oscillator configured to generate a sine wave, digi-
tal-to-analog circuitry, an arbitrary waveform generator, or
the like.

The expected signal generator module 106 provides func-
tionality for generating an expected output signal (e.g., an
expected ADC output code) corresponding to the input signal.
In some implementations, as shown in FIG. 1, the expected
signal generator module 106 receives the input signal from
the signal generator 104 at an input 107-1 and outputs an
expected ADC output code at output 107-2. The expected
signal generator module 106 also may include data represent-
ing an actual ADC output code corresponding to the analog-
to-digital converter circuitry 102 to be tested. For example,
the expected signal generator module 106 may be pre-pro-
grammed with data representing the actual ADC output code.
The expected signal generator module 106 generates an
expected ADC output code based upon the input signal and
the corresponding actual ADC output code. For example, the
expected signal generator module 106 may produce a
sequence of output codes representing a digital linear ramp
signal that is expected at the output of an ideal linear ADC
when the input signal generator generates a linear analog
ramp signal. In another example, when the input signal gen-
erator generates a sine wave signal, the expected signal gen-
erator module may produce a sequence of output codes rep-
resenting a digital pure sine wave that is expected at the output
of'a linear ADC. In yet another example, the expected signal
generator may take the actual ADC output data corresponding
to a sine wave input signal, extract the total sine wave com-
ponent out of such output data based upon digital signal
processing techniques, and present the extracted sine wave as
its output. In yet another example, the expected signal gen-
erator may take the actual ADC output data corresponding to
an analog linear ramp input signal, extract a linear fit line out
of'the ADC output data using linear regression or least square
method, and present the extracted linear fit line as its output.

The error signal module 108 provides functionality for
comparing the output code generated by the analog-to-digital
converter circuitry 102 and the expected ADC output code
and generating an error signal based upon the difference
between the output code and the expected output code. For
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example, the error signal module 108 may generate an actual
output code error signal by subtracting the output code from
the expected output code. The output code error signal may
reflect the error associated with the analog-to-digital con-
verter circuitry 102. For example, the error signal may repre-
sent error to nonlinearity, noise, quantization, or the like.

As shown in FIG. 1, the system 100 includes a nonlinearity
modeling module 110 that provides ADC nonlinearity mod-
eling functionality. The nonlinearity modeling module 110
receives at an input 111-1 code corresponding to a possible
ADC output code. Based upon the code received at the input
111-1, the nonlinearity modeling module 110 generates a
predicted (e.g., modeled) nonlinearity signal at an output
111-2 representing a predicted nonlinearity value for the ana-
log-to-digital converter circuitry 102 associated with code at
the input 111-1. For example, the predicted nonlinearity sig-
nal may comprise a predicted integral non-linearity (INL)
value, a differential non-linearity (DNL) value, or the like.
For example, the nonlinearity modeling module 110 may
generate a predicted nonlinearity value utilizing an identifi-
cation process, such as a total sum of mismatch squares. In
one or more implementations, the nonlinearity modeling
module 110 generates predicted nonlinearity signals repre-
senting an analog-to-digital converter’s INL curve.

The predicted nonlinearity value for a particular code is
provided a second error signal module 112. As shown in FI1G.
1, the second error signal module 112 receives the output code
error signal from the error signal module 108 and the pre-
dicted nonlinearity signal from the nonlinearity modeling
module 110. The second error signal module 112 utilizes the
output code error signal and the predicted nonlinearity signal
corresponding to a respective code of the analog-to-digital
converter circuitry 102 to generate an error signal corre-
sponding to the respective code. As discussed herein, the error
signal is utilized to construct respective nonlinearity values
(e.g., INL(k) curves) for respective codes (e.g., code k=0,
1,...,2"-1). In one or more implementations, the code’s
total nonlinearity signal may comprise the sum of a major
segment (e.g., portion), a middle segment (e.g., portion), and
a tail segment (e.g., portion). For example, the module 108
may divide the entire INL(k) curve into a number of major
segments according to the segmented nature of the ADC
circuitry. The major segments may be numbered based upon
the values of the most significant bits in the ADC codes. The
module 108 may further divide each major segment into a
number of middle segments based upon the values of the
middle bits of the ADC codes. Within each middle segment,
the INL(k) values are numbered based upon the values of the
least significant tail bits in the ADC codes. For each possible
code from the ADC, the module 108 classify the code into a
respective major segment, a middle segment, and a tail seg-
ment, based upon the values of the most significant bits, the
middle bits, and the least significant tail bits. Thus, a code’s
total nonlinearity error is modeled as the sum of the major
segment errors, middle segment errors, and tail segment
errors. In an implementation, the major segments are sepa-
rated based upon most-significant bit codes (e.g., grouped by
MSB codes). The error segments may be separated (e.g.,
grouped) utilizing one or more suitable code grouping pro-
cesses.

FIG. 2 illustrates a method 200 for performing a linearity
test on an analog-to-digital converter. As shown in FIG. 2,
input data is provided to analog-to-digital converter circuitry
(Block 202). As described above, input data is provided to the
circuitry 102 from a signal generator 104. The circuitry 102
generates output code data corresponding to the input data as
described above. As shown in FIG. 2, an expected output code
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data is computed based upon the corresponding input (Block
204). For example, the expected signal generator module 106
generates an expected output code corresponding to the
respective input signal. An output code error signal is com-
puted (Block 206) as shown in FIG. 2. In one or more imple-
mentations, an output code error signal is computed by the
error signal module 108. The module 108 is configured to
determine whether a total error power is greater than a thresh-
old error power. If the total error power is greater than a
threshold error power, the linearity test is terminated (Block
208). For example, the module 108 determines whether the
total error power associated with the output code error signal
is greater than a predefined threshold error power. If the total
error power is greater than the predefined threshold error
power, the testing of the analog-to-digital converter circuitry
102 is terminated.

As described in greater detail herein, a predicted nonlin-
earity signal (e.g., curve) is modeled (Block 209). A suitable
histogram process is utilized to measure least significant bit
(LSB) systematic errors of the output code error signal (Block
210). In one or more implementations, a nonlinearity model-
ing module 110 (shown in FIG. 1) utilizes a local histogram
test process to measure the least significant bit systematic
errors. The nonlinearity modeling module 110 represents
functionality to measure and compute code bin center errors
based upon the respective code’s major segment, middle seg-
ment, and tail segment. In an implementation, once the non-
linearity modeling module 110 measures the L.SB systematic
errors, the respective LSB bin centers are moved to an ideal
location to remove a LSB code bin width error. For example,
for output codes that has a LSB code that equals k, the ADC
output code is subtracted by eL.SB(k), where e.SB(k) repre-
sents the LSB systematic code center error corresponding to
code k and e[.SB(k) comprises a code bin edge error inlL.SB
(k) and code bin width error dnlLSB(k). This may shift the
average value of respective samples in this bin to an ideal
location. As shown in FIG. 2, respective samples (e.g., output
code errors) associated with codes belong to the respective
major segment are moved together (Block 212) to compute
and correct the major segment center errors. For example, the
nonlinearity modeling module 110 computes and corrects
respective major segment center errors. For instance, respec-
tive major segments have a corresponding center and/or aver-
age errors, as shown in FIG. 3. For respective segments of the
major segment center errors, the module 114 computes the
value at the center of the segment. For example, if the output
code errors are sorted by the associated output codes, a loop
can be executed to loop through the major segment according
to the most significant bits value equal to 0 to 2"Maj-1. The
samples are moved to the center value and the major segment
center error is estimated as the sample mean. For example, the
error of the major segments can be modeled as eMaj(k)=sum
(code errors corresponding to codes with major bits=k)/
(number of samples in k-th major segment). In some
instances, the major segment center error is estimated as the
minimum variance estimate. The module 114 may compute
(e.g., capture) the nonlinearities of the ADC transfer curve at
the center of respective MSB segments.

The code error samples are then regrouped by middle seg-
ments (Block 214) to compute and correct middle segment
center errors. For example, each middle segment of respective
code error samples may include center and/or average errors,
and the nonlinearity modeling module 110 regroups the code
error samples by middle segments. Upon regrouping, the
nonlinearity modeling module 110 computes and corrects the
middle segment center errors. For example, for respective
MSB segments, the module 114 subtracts all code errors by
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the MSB segment center value, and the MSB nonlinearities
are at least substantially removed. Each MSB segment is
further segmented into 2"Mid number of middle segments.
Within respective mid segments k, the module 114 transitions
all code error samples to the center of the middle segments.
These samples are then utilized to estimate the eMid(k) by
taking the sample mean of the respective samples. For
example, the error of the middle segments can be modeled as
eMid(k)=sum (code errors corresponding to codes with
middle bits=k)/(number of samples in k” middle segment).

As shown in FIG. 2, the code error samples are then
regrouped by tail segments (Block 216) to compute and cor-
rect the tail segment center errors. For example, each tail
segment of respective code error samples may include center
and/or average errors, and the nonlinearity modeling module
110 regroups the code error samples by tail segments (e.g.,
according to the tail bits values of the associated codes). Upon
regrouping, the nonlinearity modeling module 110 computes
and corrects the tail segment center errors. For example, the
eMid (error of the middle segment) is subtracted from respec-
tive code errors in the corresponding mid segment. For each
value of k equal to 0 to 2"Tail-1, the error of the tail segment
is computed by taking the mean of all the updated code errors
that have a corresponding ADC output code having the last
tail bits value that is equal to k. For example, the error of the
k-th tail segment can be modeled by eTail(k)=sum (code
errors corresponding to ADC tail bids=k)/(number of samples
in the k-th tail segment).

Upon computing the major segment center errors, the
middle segment center errors and the tail segment center
errors, the nonlinearity modeling module computes the pre-
dicted nonlinearity errors for possible ADC output code. For
example, for respective ADC output code C in the range of 0
to 2V-1, the major bits of C have a value C_maj, the middle
bits of C have a value C_mid, the tail bits of C have a value
C_tail, and the LSB bits of C have a value C_LSB. The
integral nonlinearity (INL) of the ADC at output code C can
be modeled by INL(C)=eMaj(C_maj)+eMid(C_mid)+eTail
(C_Tail).

The INL(C) is computed until the above corresponds to the
predicted INL for the ADC after the LSB systematic errors
have been corrected. To predict the INL of'the original uncor-
rected ADC, the LSB code center is transitioned (e.g., tran-
sitioned back) by the amount of the center move earlier cor-
responding to the LSB code bin edge errors inlLSB(k) (Block
218). In an implementation, the nonlinearity modeling mod-
ule 110 computes the L.SB code bin center errors for respec-
tive codes. The nonlinearity modeling module 110 also
moves L.SB code bin centers to the original locations. For
example, the LSB code bin centers can be moved back by
modifying the computed INL by INL(C)=INL(C)+IsbINL
(C_LSB).

The predicted output errors are compared to the actual
output code errors (Block 220). In an implementation, the
module 112 compares the predicted output error with the
actual output code error signal. For example, the module 112
may also model end point fit lines to compare to the actual
output code error signal generated by the analog-to-digital
converter circuitry 102. For instance, module 112 may apply
the modeled (e.g., predicted) nonlinearity values (e.g., curve)
to the generated (e.g., actual) error signal (e.g., actual error
curve). For example, the module 114 may compare a modeled
INL curve (e.g., modeled by the nonlinearity modeling mod-
ule 110) to the actual output error generated by the error
signal module 108. Based upon this difference, the module
114 may determine whether the circuitry 102 meets one or
more specifications (e.g., whether the circuitry outputs an
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output code that meets the specifications). In an implementa-
tion, the variance of'this difference in each major segment can
be computed and abnormal behaviors in the variance can be
used as an indication of excess dynamic errors in the analog-
to-digital convertor circuitry. As shown in FI1G. 2, the INL(k)
and DNL(k) for respective ADC output k (where k=0, 1, . . .
2¥-1) is computed (Block 222). For example, upon comput-
ing the integral nonlinearity (INL(C)), the sequential difter-
ence can be computed diff{ C)=INL(C+1)-INL(C), which can
be utilized to calculate DNL values (e.g., DNL(C)=diff(C)-
mean(diff(C)). Based upon this modeling the magnitude of
the ADC errors can be used to detect sparkle codes, excursion
samples, settling problems in signal sources, underperform-
ing converters, and so forth. The magnitude of the residual
errors can be used to detect quality of INL/DNL results, code
issues that may require additional testing, and so forth.

Generally, any of the functions described herein can be
implemented using hardware (e.g., fixed logic circuitry such
as integrated circuits), software, firmware, manual process-
ing, or a combination of these embodiments. Thus, the blocks
discussed in the above disclosure generally represent hard-
ware (e.g., fixed logic circuitry such as integrated circuits),
software, firmware, or a combination thereof. In the instance
of a hardware embodiment, for instance, the various blocks
discussed in the above disclosure may be implemented as
integrated circuits along with other functionality. Such inte-
grated circuits may include all of the functions of a given
block, system or circuit, or a portion of the functions of the
block, system or circuit. Further, elements of the blocks,
systems or circuits may be implemented across multiple inte-
grated circuits. Such integrated circuits may comprise various
integrated circuits including, but not necessarily limited to: a
monolithic integrated circuit, a flip chip integrated circuit, a
multichip module integrated circuit, and/or a mixed signal
integrated circuit. In the instance of a software embodiment,
for instance, the various blocks discussed in the above disclo-
sure represent executable instructions (e.g., program code)
that perform specified tasks when executed on a processor.
These executable instructions can be stored in one or more
tangible computer readable media. In some such instances,
the entire system, block or circuit may be implemented using
its software or firmware equivalent. In other instances, one
part of a given system, block or circuit may be implemented
in software or firmware, while other parts are implemented in
hardware.

Although the subject matter has been described in lan-
guage specific to structural features and/or process opera-
tions, it is to be understood that the subject matter defined in
the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the specific
features or acts described above. Rather, the specific features
and acts described above are disclosed as example forms of
implementing the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system comprising:

asignal generator for generating an input signal for analog-

to-digital converter circuitry, the analog-to-digital con-
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verter circuitry configured to generate an output code
based upon the input signal;

an expected signal generator module communicatively
coupled to the signal generator and configured to com-
municatively couple to the analog-to-digital converter
circuitry, the expected signal generator module for gen-
erating an expected output code based upon the input
signal;

an output code error signal module configured to commu-
nicatively couple to the output of the analog-to-digital
converter circuitry and to the output of the expected
signal generator module, the error signal module for
generating an output code error signal representing a
difference between the output code and corresponding
expected output code;

a nonlinearity modeling module communicatively coupled
to the output code error signal module, the nonlinearity
module for modeling a predicted nonlinearity value
based upon the output code; and

a nonlinearity error signal module communicatively
coupled to the output code error signal module and the
nonlinearity modeling module, the nonlinearity error
signal module for generating a nonlinearity error value
representing a difference between the output code error
signal and the corresponding predicted nonlinearity
value.

2. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the input signal

comprises a sine wave input signal.

3. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the input signal
comprises a linear ramp signal.

4. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the nonlinear-
ity error signal module compares the nonlinearity error value
to the predicted error value.

5. A method comprising:

providing analog input data to analog-to-digital converter
circuitry, the analog-to-digital converter circuitry con-
figured to generate an output code based upon the analog
input data;

generating expected output code based upon correspond-
ing analog input data;

generating an output code error signal based upon the
difference of the output code and the expected output
code;

modeling a predicted code error signal based upon corre-
sponding code; and

generating a nonlinearity error signal representing a differ-
ence between the output code error signal and the pre-
dicted nonlinearity.

6. The method as recited in claim 5, wherein the analog

input signal comprises a sine wave input signal.

7. The method as recited in claim 5, wherein the analog
input signal comprises a linear ramp signal.

8. The method as recited in claim 5, further comprising
comparing the nonlinearity error value to the predicted error
value.



